™-. 














VOL. IV. 


Numb, 20. 


«= The Britith Apollo: 


O 


R, 


Curtous Amufements for the INGENIOUS, 








Performd by aSOCIETY of GENT LE MEN. . 





hit sateen 


rN 





= 


From (dcanefday May oth. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Defire to fee what can be 
faid of the Obfervation 
of Feftival Days, fince 
St, Paul feems eo charge 
st with Superftition, and 
te/ls the Galatians, that 
becaufe of «heir obferving 
Days and Months and 
Times and Years he was 
atraid left he had be. 
ftow’d bu Labor upon 





nm in vain, 

1, The Apoftle in the Chapter from whence thefe 
W's are quoted is only contfuring that Optnion, 
impofed on ihe Gentiles the Yoke of Fewifh 
legai Obtervations, as ifthe whole World ought for 
ver and chat upon Pain of Condemnation, to keep 
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and obferve them. And fuch as in this Perfuafi- 
on hallowed the Fewifo Feltivals he fharply re- 
proves, without any [nrention to inveigh againft the 
Sanctification of Days and Times co the Service of 
God and the Honour cf Chrift: For if it had been 
his Intent to do fo, by the Tenour of his Words 
we might conclude thar the appropriating of the 
Sabbath Day for the Worfhip of God is as much 
condemned by him as of any other Holy Day. Tertullian 
was {0 far from imagining how any Man cou'd poffi- 
bly hereupon call in Queftion fuch Days as the Church 
did then oblerve, that the Obfervation of thofe Days 
he ufed as an Argument to prove that the Apoftle had 
no Intention to condemn tuch Times. “ If, fays he, 
* the Apoftle has univerfally condemned the Sancti- 
“ fcation of Times and Days and Months and Years, 
“why do we yearly celebrate FEafler in the firtt 
“ Month? Or why do we {pend Fitry Days between 
© rhar Time and Penrecof? in all manner of re} rICINg e 

». Gentlemen, My are Wednefdays and Fridays 
obferved as Fafis, rather tian any other two Days of 
the Beek r 

A. Thefe two are made Choice of before others, 
for Days of Humilarion by the Primitive Chrifiians, 
becaufe Wrednefday was the Day on which it was 
thought the Jews enter’d intro Con!piracy with Fudas 
againft Chrift, and Friday the Day on which Cbrift 
fuffered Death. 

Q. Gentlemen, He find that the Apprehenfion of fu- 
ture Calamities a very dreadful to moft People, and yet 
in Contradi@ion to this natural Propenfion. mofi People 
are very defirous to know their future Condition in the 
World, notwithfanding that it may vapp?n to be very 
bad, Now, what can be the Reafon of thefe two different 
Principles in Man, that are very often the Caufe of ba 
Mifery, cr bow are tvey conjfijtent with the common Bo- 
Brine of Divines and Philofophers, that it b impoffible for 
a Max to defire bu own Mi/ery ? 

A. If we thou'd look inte the Minds of the Ge. 
nerality of Men, we ‘hall not find a pure and Simple 


to friday May iith. 


Defire of knowing Thirzs farure to be fo very com- 
mon, buc rather a Pagion betwixt Defire and Fear 
is what moft moves them, and is confiftent enough 
with their propenfe Defire of Happinefs, and the 
Impoffibility of defiring their Mifery. For firft the 
Soul by this gratifies iis mighty Thirft after a uni- 
verfal Knowledg, and partly frees itfelf from thar 
fecret Diftruft it has of Divine Providence, which 
it does not like to follow Blindfold : It gratifies its 
natural Reftlefnefs in Uncertainties, «s nor enduring 
a perpetual troublefome Sufpenfion between Hopes 
and Fears, as well as that Impreffivenets of ‘pirit 
which Times of Action and Change are generally 
attended with ; and Jaftly ir cures irfelf of char Weari- 
fumnefs and Loathing ic labors under, by the tedi- 
ous Repetition of Things prefent and familar. 

Q. Enthufiafn being a fort of Diabolical Infatuation, 
what the Reafon that Men of Sobriety and Devotion 
are moft fubject to it, whereas the Rekifo and Pro» 
fane who are the eafieft Captives of the Devil, and rea- 
dieft to promote hm Interelt among Mankind, are but 
very rarely tin€lured with at ? 

A. It is the Policy of the Devil to do the Church 
the greateft Mifchief by Men of greateft Name for 
Piety. He knows that good Men are fooneft deceived 
by thofe of the fame Character with themfelves, and 
that Error is {ooner entertained from.a pious than from 
a profane Man. We wou’d not for all thar infinuate, 
thar the moft devouc Worthippers of God are moft 
fubje@ to fuch Delufions; but we only underftand 
this of fuch whole devouc Affections are govetnd 
by ftrong Fancies. impreffive Temper, and weak In- 
tellectuais. For in fuch Pertons an indifereet ule of 
Religion by very penfive and folemn Thoughts, affected 
Retiremenrs and Silences, too intenfe Meditations, un- 
reafonable Watchings and Abftinences ,the Neglect of 
innocent Relaxations and Diverfions, efpecially if 
joined with the continual Study of fome dark Pro- 
phecies and Vifions in Scripture, cannot fail of ine 
toxicating the Mind with wild and extravagant Ima- 
ginations. They are eafily impofed upon by a bufy Fan- 
cy, becaufe their undifciplined Mind is unable ro dif- 
abufe itfelf by an Appeal to fober and fe:tled Prin- 
ciples, Bur neither are they indeed for all their fhew of 
Devotion of fo ftriét Morals as dignifies the Ancient 
and true Prophets of God. We find themto be Per- 
fons generally difcontenced with the prefent Strate of 
Things, and of a morofe and fower Hamour, e{pe- 
cially when chey find themitelves neglected. There ts 
not the leaft Shadow of that unaffected Graviry, real 
Sanctiry, and Contempt of the Prophets and Ap- 
plaufes of the World which dignified the Ancient 
Prophets. ; 

(>. Gentlemen, I am under the oddft, whimfical 
Circumftances, as certainly ever Mortal was. 1 bave 
courted a Young Lady above a Tear, without one Glimp/fe 
of Hopes ; but the otber Day fhe demanded the fran 
Proof of my Affettion as ever was heard of ; fhe askd 
me if reaby I lov'd ber for ber own bake, and woud do the 
uimoft inwmy Power to give ber SatisfaBion, and affift 
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The very ft Slaves, a be'ng mare fully Bieft, 
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be a well a Tcould to make her as happy a it was 
ble for ber to be, in ob World: 1 with the greateft 

oy, lay bold on the Occafion, faithfully promis'd I would, 
and be proud of the Honour of ferving her, to ber Con. 
tent, which I bound with the moft folemn Oath: Now, 
[ays fhe, you flew you Love me, and you will give me 
- the moft certain Proof in performing your Promife ; as 
for your defiring to make me your own, I take that for 
no Proof of your Affellion to me for you may imagin 
you fhall be perfeétly bappy thereby, fo that may be only 
Self-Love, true Love for me # to endeavour to make me 
fo. Now, there a Gentleman often feen in your Com- 
pany, on whom the firft time I faw him, J plac'd my 
Affettion, nay, do not flart at it, for it » a moft ferious 
Truth 3 and 4 fhall be certainly mifcrable if be returns 
not fuitable Affeltion : I fhall believe your Pretenfions to 
be real, if you will fpcak of me to him, under the mol 
moving Reprefentation, and ufe your beft Arguments with 
him, to.engage bw good Opinion of me. Certainly faid 

@ you mult fpeak well of one you Love fo well, and 
talk feelingly of a Paffion, you ave fo fenfible of your 
felf. Iwas fhocke at the Difcourfe, and as foon a I bad 
vecover'd fromthe Diforder, faid; how can you in Con- 
Science perfuade me to feek your Satisfation in fuch man- 
mer, at the fame time you ave refolud on my Ruin! She 
faid "twas in ain to argue the Point, for fhe bound me 
to my Promife: Now, fince the miffing of her will cer- 
tainly be my Death, how far do you judge me bound by 
my Oath ? 

A. Not in the leaft, for all Promifes bind on tacire 
Condition, the Thing promisd be lawful and poffi- 
ble ; now, ‘tis not lawful in you to profecure your 
own Deftruction, being acceffary thereby to your 
own Ruin ; fince you are affur'd it will be your Death 
to mifs her. The Crime of fuch Promifes therefore 
lies in the rafh making them, and nor it the break- 
ing them. 








Q T "M_ well defcended, of a Fair Ejtate, 

Have ev'ry Thing I cou'd expe from Fate, 
No Storms of Fortune, ever yet did roll 
Over the even Surface of my Soul : 
No Pains, nor no Difeafes e'cr did feize 
My Senfes, nor no Spleen as bad as thefe ; 
Wants of all Kinds, did always Strangers feem, 
Nor have I Reafon of them once to dream: 
No Crofi in Love I've known, which feldom mi/s, 
But Taft in Silvia's Arms confenting Bli/s, 
In all the Foys that Youth, or Wealth can give, 
I daily, even to a Surfeit Live? 
Yet am not happy by fuch Conftant, Change 
Of Pleafures, which you'll fay, is wondrous ftrange. 
Tet fo it is, 1 often envy Clowns, | 
In their free Mirth, which fprightly Pleafure Crowns: 
Altho they Toil, yee when at Wakes and Fairs, 
They give a. loofe, I taft no Foys like theirs : 
Nay, ev'n. each Day, their Drudgery once oer, 
They ll Laugh and Sing, and then as loudly Snore : 
Whilft I before the Evening arrives, 
Which -kind Refrefhment to their Labors gives ; 
Am tir'd witb Pleafures, which grow flat and dull, 
And languifla.on my Hands, while theirs grow full: 
Nay, when I feel'em moft, by Arc they're fore d, 
And in a4 Moment from my Sou! divore'd. 
Since Life se felf grows tedious and annoys, 
Alas, bow can 1 hope to Taft its Foys. 
O Feach me, Great APOLLO, bow 1 may 
pine with’ a greater Guf?, the Tiref me Day : 
Who. eney (whilt_ Tm envy'd by che Reft) 
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Inftruét me how 1 may move Happy dwell, 

Who have the Means, but-can't the Methods te/!, 
If thy you will inform, my future Days 

More Happy'd be, were't but to fing your Praife, 


A, Unhappy! Yes, thou'rt in the laft Degree, 
The greafteft Slaves more Happy are than thee ; 
Some Moments freed from Pain, they feel Delight 
Which tho’ the Day be rough, they raft -at Night: 
Such by Reverfes, more Emphatic proves, 

As he who's moft deny'd, more fiercely Loves, 
Pieafure is nothing in its felf, for all, 

We free Delight and full Enjoyment call ; 

Is only a Releafe from Pain, before 

We felt, and as that’s Greater, this is more. 
Bur while you {wallow down fucceffive Joys, 
Each Guft of Pleafure, as ir rifes, Cloys: 
Alternate Labors muft a Relith give, 

Since Grief and Pleafures by concraries live, 
Roufe then your Soul, awake your drowfy Parts, 
Apply your felf ro Sciences and Arts ; | 
In Toil and Labor let the Day be fpenr, 

And Ev'ninge=Sprightly Joys will be th’ Event, 
Search Nature's Books, fufficient there you'll find, 
To pafs your Hours and ro improve your Mind; 
They'il lead you toa glorious Scene, and fhew 

Such Wonders as before you never knew ; 

Inform you how unlimited and Great, 

That Pow'r muft be, thole Wonders cou'd create, 

Or elfe on noble Arts employ your Thought, 
From whence fome Good ro Mankind may be wroughr, 
Such Studies in themf{e'ves will give Delight, 

And bring a greater Guft, when you unbend at Nighr, 
While now, but like a Drone, your felf you bear, 
Ulelefs, and Merit not in Life a Share ; 

Dull Repetition, rolling o'er your Breaft, 

Your Life you drag in Chains, and only Nod at bef. 


The Title, Preface and Index to the Third 
Volume, will be publifthed this Week. Sold by 7. 
Mayo, againft Water-Lane, Fleet-fireet ; where you 
may have the Firft Volume in 8v0, atés. the 2d, 
and «3d. in Folio, Gilt Edges and Letter’d on the 
Back, at 12s. each. 

Note, All Letters with Queftions, in all Arts and 
Sciences, whether Serious, Comical, or Humorous, 
both in Profe and Poetry, will be anfwered in their 
own Stiles and Manners; and great Care will be taken 
to anfwer all {uch as are worthy cf the fame, as 
foon as fent, by directing them for the Pritify Apollo, 
to be left at ¥, May's over againft Water-Lane, Fieet- 
Street. S. Clark, Bookfeller in Burchin-Lane near the 
Royal-Exchange,and T. Harbin at the Rofe, Over againt 
the Kirg’s-Head-Inn near Charing-Crof.. 





ADVERTISEMENT S. 


T the Office of Infurance on Marriage, in Bolt-Court, 

Fleet-Street, any Perion by Paying 2s. fora Policy, 
Stamps and 2s, towards each Marriage, until their own, 
or the Marriage of any other Perfon may fecure to 
themfelves 200/, Note, tho’ chis Office began but the 2d 
of Fanuary, there are above 1800 Sub{cribers, out of 
which no more than 26 Married this Year, who have re- 
ceived from 12 1. to 140 Z. at the fmal] Charge of 45. 
to 12 s, the 26 Claimants having paid no more than 
141, for 2s00!, which will appear by their Receipts, 
which may be feen at the Office, and the Perfons are al] 
ready and willing to teftity the Truth hereof: Wherefore 
tis hoped theProfits, which are daily increafing, will induce 
all Perfons who confult their own Intereft to incourage 
this which has given fuch convincing Proofs by regular 
Payments of its Fairnels and Advantage, At the fame 
Place is a Second infurance, where any Perfons paying 
5 5.-for a Policy and Entrance, and 5s. towards each 
Marriage, may Secure to themfelves so00/. Provofals 
may be had Gratis 
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jo NDON: ,Printed and Sold by F. Mayo, at the Printing-Prefs againft WatereLaue, Fleet-Street- 


~ (Where all Letters with Queftions are taken in.) “And ¥. Aforphew, near Stationer’se Halt. 
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